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Source 
Donated by Professor Michael R. Hubble, Professor Emeritus, Olivet College, in 2016. 
 
Abstract 
Nathan E. Preston (1889-1962) operated his own insurance agency beginning in the late 1920’s, 
working for several insurance companies. He sold insurance from his office at the Commercial 
National Bank Building in Saint Joseph, Michigan for over thirty years. His cash books show the 
business transactions of his insurance agency as well as his personal expenses and other sources 
of income. 
 
Access 
An appointment is necessary to use this collection. Please review the library’s access and 
membership policies. Access to certain materials may be restricted at the discretion of the library 
due to preservation concerns. 
 
Preferred Citation 
Nathan E. Preston Insurance Agency Cash Books, 1928-1960 (Saint Joseph, Michigan). Kathryn 
and Shelby Cullom Davis Library, St. John’s University. 
 
Copyright 
Materials may be subject to copyright restrictions. It is the responsibility of the researcher to 
request permission from the copyright holder for further reproduction. 
 
Related Materials  
(SC35) Nathan E. Preston Insurance Agency Policy Registers, 1945-1960. 
 
Biographical Note 
Nathan E. Preston operated his own insurance agency beginning in the late 1920’s. He sold 
insurance from his office at the Commercial National Bank Building in Saint Joseph, Michigan 
for over thirty years. He was born in October 19, 1889 in Saint Joseph, Michigan and graduated 
from Yale University in 1912. Preston was a veteran of WWI and was a member of 1st 
Congregational Church in Saint Joseph, Michigan. He died April 14, 1962 in his home at the age 
of 72. 1 2 
 
Scope and Content 
Nathan E. Preston’s cash books show the business transactions of his insurance agency as well as 
his personal expenses and other sources of income. Each cash book is in a bound volume labeled 
with the title of either ‘record book’, ‘account journal’, ‘day book,’ or ledger’. 
 
 

                                                           
1 (1962, Apr 16). Member of Pioneer Family Dies. The News-Palladium (Benton Harbor, Michigan), p. 1, 10. 
Retrieved from https://www.newspapers.com/image/21134230/, https://www.newspapers.com/image/21134333/  
2 (1930, Jun 10). “At Sales Conference…” The News-Palladium (Benton Harbor, Michigan), p.6. Retrieved from 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/34668527/ 
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Nathan Preston worked as an insurance agent for The Automobile Insurance Co. of Hartford, 
Connecticut, Travelers’ Insurance, North River Insurance, and the Massachusetts Bonding and 
Insurance Company throughout his career, but most of his time was with The Travelers’ 
Insurance Company, selling auto and home insurance. Most of his client base was individual 
customers who purchased a group of available coverages at once, or were repeat customers for 
basic auto insurance. Preston did serve companies as well, garnering long-term accounts with 
companies like Booker Wells and Co. and Slade Cutter Co. which are shown within the cash 
books over a fifteen to twenty-year period. Preston provided a range of automobile coverage, 
including theft, fire, and damage; as well as various levels of coverage, such as ‘royal’, ‘E & H’, 
and ‘traveler.’  
 
The coverage transactions list the customers Preston had over the course of each year, organized 
by month and date of the transaction. The cash book entries include a standard list of 
information, including coverage type and amount, the premium, the customer’s name, and their 
insurance policy number. The majority of the entries are marked with a “PAID Nathan E. 
Preston Insurance” stamp and signed as a “Reb to Co.” or “Direct” payment. Company expenses 
are listed towards the end of each cash book by month. Some list outside sources of income on 
the last page or on the back inside cover. 
 
While Preston made his career working with insurance and selling coverages, he also worked 
with local groups outside of his main agency business in the 1940s and 1950s. Some of these 
institutions that he worked as an independent contractor with include the local Saint Joseph’s 
school district, at the People’s State Bank, the local Memorial Hospital, and in other areas of The 
Traveler’s Insurance firm. These show up in the main cash book lists as well.  
 
Preston’s cash books also give an account of the gradual rise in cost of living and business 
expenses. The monthly entries show a steady increase in the amount of rent he paid for his office 
at the local Commercial Bank Building, rising from just $12.50 a month in 1932 to $30 by the 
1950’s, then $40 a month by 1960. Personal expenses are also listed, such as expenses paid 
towards his Mercury vehicle, telephone and food costs, along with charitable donations to groups 
such as the Willkie War Veterans, the Finnish Relief Fund, the Republican Club, and the local 1st 
Congregational Church’s social events.  

 
Subject Terms 
 
Automobile Insurance Co. of Hartford, Connecticut 
Massachusetts Bonding and Insurance Company  
The Travelers’ Indemnity Company 
The Travelers’ Insurance Company               
The North River Insurance Company 
Preston, Nathan E., 1889-1962. 
Saint Joseph (Mich.) 
Cash books-- Michigan--Saint Joseph--Specimens 
 
Organization 
This collection is organized chronologically. 
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Container List 

Box # Description      Date 

1 Cash book      1928 - 1931 

Cash book   1932 - November 1935 

 Cash book       November 1935 - January 1937 

 Cash book      1937 

 Cash book      1938 

 Cash book and client expense statement  1939 

 Cash book      1940   

 Cash book      1941   

 Cash book      1943 

 Cash book       1944 

 Cash book      1945  

 Cash book      1946  

 Cash book      1947 

 Cash book      1948  

 Cash book      1949  

 Cash book and insurance agent’s licenses   1950  

2 Cash book      1951 - 1953  

Cash book      1954 

 Cash book      1955 

 Cash book      1958  

 Cash book      1959 

 Cash book and letter (regarding an injury claim)  1960 

Nathan E. Preston newspaper articles   1930, 1962 

  

 

 


